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Powering the urban
system

transpo

Task to lead the Kuching Urban Transportation System which
would utilise hydrogen fuel cell technology in the region has

bean awarded to Sarawak Metro

BY RITA JONG

ARAWAR Metro Sdn Bhd, o subsidiary of
Sarawak Econonyie Development Corporation
(SEDC), has been given the responsibility to
transform the public transport system in the
State, starting with Raching,

Sarawak Metro's chief execotive officer

(CEC) Mozl Mustaffa said hydrogen technol
ogy would advertently change the landscape of

urban transportation while addressing clinate
change, especially with the implementation of the Euching
Lirkan Transporialion system (ALUITS) projec, which will
rely heavily on hydrogen-powered vehicles,

“Althomgh we are a new company, we have some of the
mosl experienced minds in the Malayvsian mail and puablic
transport iIndustry and each day we are continuwowsly build-
ing on our strenigths,” saikd Mazli,

“The opportunity to adopt ome of the cleanest technologies
to power our vehicles has been one of the most exciting
aspects of our endeavour as it means we are contributing
significantly towards decarbonisation in our public trans-

port system.”
sarawak also hoped to see the Automated Rapid Transis

[ART) public transport systerm on the streets by 20235,
Chief Minister Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari Openg had

siid there was a need o have the ART tramsport sysiem,
eapecially in Koching, due o increasing traffic on major

roads,

“The ART should be ready by 3025, From there, vwe move
towanrds 2050 becands when the huching-samarahan line is
completed, our public transport will have been improved,”
said Abang Johari.

“Chir Largel is o he a developed State in 20507

For Phiase 1 of the KUTS project, Sarawak Metro will bulld
the Samarahan Line concurrently with the Serian Line.
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There are, of course, a unique set of challenges lor being
the firs] b0 adogl such lechnodogy for public transpaort in
Sprthemst Asin

He saabd: “Introducing new technology inherenthy comes
with challenges, but we view these challenpes as a learn-
ing opportunily, cepecially sinee the implementation of the
hvidrogen loel ool bus service is still part of the tRal pros)ect
b giin as much knowledge and experience In maaning o
viahle nnd sustainable zero-crmission bus service soomn

=Since the start of the operational trials in January this
vear, we did experience and overcome technical issues
related (o the vehicles' vdrogen luel oells, bat by far the
bige sl challenge wias the Movement Cantro] Crder (MO
|||1|_.|-|:-|'|| by the Fisderal goserminend

“Thas 15 heecanse it limited the movement of perople and
alletex] the soheduled maintemnanos of the ises s well

s the training schedule for our becal technicians who will
evenlually take over the malnienance respoaesiDdlites from
the bas muamfachuarer”

Wi ls sabil g% aul "I-||'F||-|'l||I|-|l'|'_ it PR TRy &) pesbricildades WirFe
still in place, and technicians who were obliged to perform
the solesiun e mainlenance service and provide Iraining to

our lecals were still unabde 1o come o kuching.
Mheey, hiowieser, havie bisen able Lo oseronime saine of the

challenges by leveraging on online platforms o alloow the
FXpeErls in Clhilna o guide thelr looal techinkelans o perform
the scheduled mpmlenanee servw-

“Maturally, being the Arst o adopl such echnology Tor
pubdic ransport in Souiheast Asia means Bclng unigue sets
ol challEnges,

“However, il s eocouraging o ss the hdrogen coonomy
and hive ragen sociely growing alrger, especially in 20020,
This development will undoubtedly benefit our immatives
mowing forward in i=rms of utilising hvdrogen Toel col

echnabngy,” he sabi.
i s sabill the IIFII_III|'1II|1I|'| Eiven 1o Saravw mk Wlestrn 1o

1: Kuching Integrated Transit Mag

2: One of the hydrogen fuel
call buses at the bus stop. The

hydrogan buses have bean on
trial operation since launched

in January 2020. The passenger
can ride the bus for free along the
designated route.

X Tha Chief Minister of Sarawak
Deatuk Patinggl (D] Abang Abdul
Rahman Zohar Dpeang and his
entourage visit to the Auvtomated
Rapid Transst (ART) project in
Manchang, P.R. China in July
2018.

4: Mazl {2nd baft] with Mirister
of Transpor Sarawak Datuk
Laa Khim Shin (2nd right} about
1o board the hiydrogen bus, in

COMUNCTIoN With the resumip T
of the trial operations in

Soptombar.

Mazli: The KUTS project will
change the urban transportation
landscape and halp mitigate
climate change.

The opportunity to adopt one
of the cleanest technologies to

power our vehicles has been one

of the most exciting aspects of
our endeavour as it means we are

contributing significantly towards
decarbonisation in our public

transport system.”
« Mazli Mustaffa

L e e nl e rial operatbons of the hvdrogen buses had
dllowed thean 1o gnin the mueh-needed knowledge in man
ning a public transport system based on fuel oell electris
Vel s,

Through the traning provided by Foshan Fescha Auto-
mrabile Manulfacturing Co Lid, a leading hvdmgen fuel

cell vehlck manufaciurer in Chinag, 11 has allowed local
I hinicimma b live hapls-an Xt rEenee I mainialning
and repairing hvdrogen boses,

¥1here are currently thiree hvdrogen Toed oel fases an
the road in Kuching. Generally, the response towards the
imiliative has been positive, amd peopleare genuinesly excited
lo have the first hvdrogen buses m Southeast Asia on the
Fodiils e lv

it Sarawak Metrn, the buaes are for s 1o leam as muach
A% peossibhbe about the potential of adopting this technodogy
in our public transport through our trial operations.

"Howeser, we also logk al these vehicles as a greal
opportuiity o showcase a real-life working example of the
appications of hyvdrogen e bhinolagy. = 1y aaldd

Learawak s fortunate o have lraders who pre far-saghited
1o reslise the signifh-ance of this echnodogy ath in erms

of the impact on the environment and the potential benefiis
inimm brlng 1o Lhe economy as a whaole

“ha such, we bedieve the application of this techmobogy
in urhamn Eranaeort w il Peerefih sawciely af large r|'|r||||.|;|'| ki
decarbonsaton of our publye transportation svstem

“Wee alsn foreses e application of hydrgen technodogy
will also create more job amd business spporiunties [rom
the oovesral]l Invalmogesm ey afl ecusyslem thal is bhetng
developed now in Sarawak

“With the technology improving at a grealer pace, we
expect thal the impact will truly be felt when the economics
of producing green energy through hvdrogen Noel oells s
oodTapdira ke 1o that of current lossi feels,” Mazl added. - @
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